THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
Jealousy as	We have seen that the hate attitude is sometimes and
a necessary to some extent brought about indirectly as a consequence of
^T^rriage* jealousy aroused in connection with the love attitude (jealousy
being caused by interference with the successful function of
the love impulses), sometimes more directly by a more general
hostility between parent and child. In so far as the first case
is concerned, the hate attitude is obviously dependent upon
the existence of sexual rivalry between the child and one of
the parents. Granted the existence of the love impulse of the
child towards the parent of the opposite sex, the conditions
of this rivalry are to be found whenever the two parents live
together—in fact wherever there is marriage, and more
especially wherever there is monogamy. Now marriage of some
sort would seem to exist in practically every human community
—both primitive and cultured—that has as yet been subjected to
any degree of careful study or investigation; in fact there is
every reason to regard it as an institution fundamentally
characteristic of the human race and of immemorial antiquity.
It is therefore not surprising that we find evidence of sexual
jealousy between parents and children in many early myths
and customs and in the legends and beliefs of many peoples,
both cultivated and uncivilised. There is good ground for
supposing that parent hatred based on jealousy has been
called into existence in innumerable successive generations
and has thus had ample opportunity to impress itself on the
forms, traditions and institutions of human society.
and especially	In those societies which have developed or maintained a
of monogamy relatively strict monogamy we should expect that this kind of
parent hatred would be more easily and extensively developed
than in those in which the marriage tie is looser, wider or more
elastic, since hi the former case the hatred bred of jealousy
would necessarily be directed on to a single individual, whereas
in the latter it might lose in intensity through diffusion over
a number of different persons. Now it is a feature of that
relatively early stage of culture which with Wundt1 we may
perhaps call the Totemic age that the family ties are as a
rule relaxed in favour of those wider bonds-that unite together
the different members of the tribe or clan. In this age we
1 W. Wundt, '"Elements of Folk Psychology," trans, by E.L.Schaub,
1916. 116 ff.
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